The following is a transcript of the relevant radio contacts with the pilot (37T= Beechcraft N2737T; DEN= Denver Center Radar; FMN=Farmington FSS and Tower; * Denotes contacts between ground stations on direct land line).

TIME:  1040

DEN--Beechcraft 2732 (sic) Tango, Denver Center, 8,000, report Lamar.

37T–-Beech 2737 Tango, I will.

DEN--Beech 37 Tango, squawk 1100, ident.

37T--Three-Seven Tango, ident.


DEN—Three-Seven Tango in radar contact now nine miles east of Lamar.

37T—Three-Seven Tango, roger, thank you.

TIME:  1051

37T—Denver Center, Beechcraft 37 Tango.

DEN—Three-Seven Tango, go ahead.

37T---Yeah, keep in mind I’m on my way to a higher altitude, sir.

DEN—Yes, sir, I haven’t forgotten you.  You can expect higher in, ah, 15 miles.

37T—Three-Seven Tango, roger, thank you.

TIME:  1055

37T—Denver Center, 37 Tango.  When you get an opportunity, check Farmington weather, please.

DEN—The 1600 Farmington weather is, ah, estimated ceiling 2,000 overcast, visibility 10, and light rain.  Temperature 40, wind 210 degrees at seven knots.

37T—Three-Seven Tango.  That was, ah, be, ah, kind enough to check out a good alternate for me, because I was given way above VFR, ah, upon my, ah, estimated time of arrival at Farmington, things seem to have changed.

DEN—Ah, 37 Tango, you’ll have to go to LaJunta Radio for, ah, any weather or alternates.  We don’t have that information.

TIME:  1057

37T—Three-Seven Tango.  I’ll check with you again upon arriving at Farmington. 

DEN—Three-Seven Tango, ah, roger, you can contact Farmington Radio when you’re a little ways out, ah, to get the same weather, more current weather.

37T—Three-Seven Tango.  Thank you.

DEN—Beechcraft 237 Tango, climb and maintain, ah, 15,000 over.

37T—Three-Seven Tango.  We’ll ah, climb to and maintain 15,000.

DEN—Three-Seven Tango, roger, report reaching 15,000.

37T--...’ll report reaching 15.

TIME:  1120

37T—Denver Center, 37 Tango.  Reporting level at 15,000.

DEN—Three-Seven Tango, roger.

DEN—Beech 2737 Tango, contact Denver Center on 126.1.

37T—That’s 126.1, thank you, good day.  Three-Seven Tango.

DEN—Good day, sir

TIME:  1140

37T—Denver Center, 37 Tango, maintaining 15,000.

DEN—Ah, Beechcraft 27 (sic) Tango, Denver Center, ident.

DEN—Beechcraft 37 Tango, Alamosa altimeter 30.00.

37T—Three zero zero zero, 37 Tango, thank you.

37T—Denver Center, 37 Tango, could you get a good weather check on, ah, Farmington, New Mexico, weather, please?

DEN—Beechcraft 37 Tango, ah, Farmington one-hour-old weather, measured ceiling 1,100 overcast, visibility six miles, light rain and fog.

37T—Is there a nearby airport that, ah, would have any kind of VFR at this time?

DEN—Ah, Beechcraft 37 Tango, say again?

37T—I say, is there a nearby airport that would be, ah, VFR at this time, because it’s quite apparent I’m not going to be able to make it at, ah, Farmington.  By the time I get there, it’ll probably be way down.

DEN—Beechcraft 37 Tango, stand by; I’ll check on it.

TIME:  1153

*FMN—Farmington Tower.

*DEN—Say, is ah, your ceiling and visibility still about, ah, 1,100 overcast, six miles?

*FMN—Just a second, let me check it here.

37T—Denver Center, 37 Tango.  How about Alamosa Municipal?

DEN—Ah, Beechcraft 37 Tango, I’m checking with Farmington Tower now, they advise it is breaking.  They’re taking another reading on the, ah, ceiling and visibility.

*FMN—Ah, Farmington Radio.

*Den—Ah, Radio?

*FMN—Yeah.

*DEN—Ah, is the ceiling and visibility still, ah, 1,100 and six?

*DEN—No.  We got, ah, 400 scattered now, measured 1,400 overcast, 15 miles visibility, very light rain.

*DEN—Very light rain, ah, it’s breaking up?

*FMN—Yes, it is, it’s breaking up, ah, fairly rapidly right now.

*DEN—Ah, ah, would you say, ah, in an hour; what would you guess?

*FMN—Oh, I’d imagine it’ll probably, ah, it’ll be about 2,000, I imagine.

*DEN—About 2,000 overcast?

*FMN—Ah, yes, uhuh.

*DEN—Okay, thank ya much.

DEN—Bonanza 37 Tango, ah, Farmington advises, ah, that right now they have 400 scattered, measured ceiling 1,400 overcast, visibility 15, and very light rain.  He says it’s breaking rapidly and expect in one hour to have about 2,000 overcast.

37T—Three-Seven tango, right, ah, fine.  Then I’ll push right on to Farmington.  Thank you very much, 37 Tango. 

DEN—Roger, and, if you can’t make it into Farmington, ah, Cortez and Durango are both reporting about the same, ah, 6,000 ceiling with 30 miles visibility.

37T—Three-Seven Tango.  Fine, I’ll try it that way then, thank you very much.

TIME:  1206

37T—Denver Center, Denver Center, emergency.  Denver Center, emergency.  Three-Seven Tango, emergency.

DEN—November 37 Tango, this is Denver Center, say again.

37T—Emergency—I’ve all of a sudden lost my airspeed, I don’t know why.

DEN—Ah, November 37 Tango, roger, you still at 15?

37T—Ah, how low can I go?

DEN—Are you are 15,000, sir?

37T—Denver Center, how low can I go at this area?

DEN—Ah, one, ah, four thousand, 14,000.

TIME:  1207

DEN—November 37 Tango, what is your present heading, sir?

37T—Can you vector me around to a lower area?

DEN—November 37 Tango, ah, what is your present heading, sir?

37T—Can you vector me around to a lower area?

DEN—November 37 Tango, ah, what is your present heading, sir?

37T—Can you vector me to a lower area, sir?  I’m at 14,300.

DEN—Roger, turn south heading 180, turn south heading 180.

37T—Center, are you reading me, sir? I’m 14,000 going down. 

DEN—Ah, roger, are you heading to the south?  Are you heading 180 now, sir?

37T—Denver Center, can you help me?

DEN—November 37 Tango...

37T—Denver Center, can you help me?  Emergency.

DEN—November 37 Tango, affirmative, ah, try to ease off on your, ah, controls.  Keep your throttle forward, keep your throttle forward.  Maintain as much altitude as possible, please.

37T—I’ll try to maintain 14,000 if I can, sir.  My airspeed is way down.

DEN—Ah, your airspeed working now?

37T—Yes, sir (unintelligible).

DEN—November 37 Tango, do you have any airspeed at all?

37T—Any airspeed what, sir?

DEN—Ah, is your airspeed indicator operating?

37T—Yes, sir, it is.

DEN—You say that is affirmative, affirmative?

37T--...firm, affirm, yes.  I’m using my static air source, my second static air source.  I’m 13.7, sir.

DEN—Ah, roger 13.7 and you’re heading south, is that correct, sir?

37T—I’m heading 240.

DEN—Is that 240?

37T—Ah, 300.

DEN—Two zero zero, is that correct?

37T—(Unintelligible)...’ee zero zero, yes, sir, I’m going to get back on course now, sir.

DEN—Ah, roger, and what is your altitude, sir?

37T—Thirteen five hundred.

DEN—Ah, keep your airspeed up as high as possible, keep your airspeed up as high as possible, please.  November 37 Tango.  Do you have your throttle advanced, ah, to maintain as much speed as possible?

37T—Yes, sir, I have

TIME:  1209

DEN—Ah, what is your altitude now, sir?

37T—Altitude 13,200 airspeed 50 miles an hour, going down to zero and back up again.

DEN—You say you’re going to try to go back up again?

37T—I’m trying to hold it up.

DEN—Ah, 37 tango, are you in VFR conditions now?

37T--...gative, I’m socked in completely.

*FMN—Farmington Radio.

*DEN—Farmington Radio, we’ve got an emergency out here, just, ah, east of the field, ah (unintelligible), your DF on?  He’s transmitting on, ah 126.1.

*FMN—One twenty-six, ah, one?

*DEN—Yeah, he’s losing altitude.  He’s, ah, he’s lost his airspeed, he’s going down.

*FMN—Oh, oh.  126.1, huh?

*DEN—Yeah.

*FMN—Don’t have that on this, ah...

*DEN—You don’t?

*FMN—No, ah, how far east is he?

*DEN—Ah, I can’t talk any more, there’s too much...

TIME:  1210

37T--...transponder,sir?

DEN—November 37 Tango, say again?

37T—Do you have me on transponder?  Do you have me on radar?

DEN—Ah, negative, sir, radar contact lost.  What is your altitude now, sir?

37T—Thirteen thousand, sir.

DEN—Thirteen thousand, and do you have your throttle forward, is that correct?

37T--...sir, I’m heading 290 at this time.

DEN—Roger, heading 290.  What is your altitude now?

37T—Thirteen thousand, sir.

DEN—Roger, 13,000.  Are you in the clear at this time?

37T--...gative, I’m encountering icing on my windshield.

TIME:  1211

*DEN—Ah, Farmington?

*FMN—Yeah.

*DEN—Do you have any reports of, ah, weather out east of the field?

*FMN—Ah, no, it looks pretty good east of the field out there.  I can see, oh, 20, 25 miles, ah, northeast.  There’s some fog, but, ah, but looks in general, looks real good.

*DEN—What’s the bases?

*FMN—Oh, the bases about 400 scattered and, ah, then we got some higher cirrus above it.

*DEN—Uhuh, about where does it break of?  Ah, do you see any type weather to the east of that?

*FMN—Ah, no, it looks, ah, real good, ah, all the way east and to the southeast of us here.  A little weather to the northeast, ah, quite a ways up there, but as a rule it looks real good to the east.

*DEN—Okay.

*FMN—Ah, Center?

*DEN—Yes?

*FMN---How far east is he?

*DEN—I don’t know, ah, he’s pretty panicky right now, and I can’t get to the ra...

*FMN—Ah, okay, real good.
DEN—Ah, November 37 Tango, do you have any visibility out of your left side or your right side?

37T—No visibility on any place.

DEN—November 37 Tango, can you open the window a little bit?  Could you open the window a little bit?

37T—I can, sir, why?  No, I can see out the window, but I’m socked in, oh, I can see visibility now.  I can see (unintelligible—15 miles in here or 15 mountains here), sir.  I had a little visibility; I can see mountains.

DEN—November 37 Tango, what is your airspeed?

37T—Airspeed keeps going up and down, 40 and down, I’m going down, sir.

TIME:  1212

DEN—Ah, what is your heading now?

37T—Heading is 280.

DEN—Roger, holding heading 280.  What is your altitude now, sir?

37T—Twelve thousand five hundred, going up.

DEN—Roger, 12,500, and what does your airspeed indicator read?

37T—It indicates about 50, and I’m going up again, ah, starting to go up again, sir.

DEN—Roger, you’re starting to go up again, and ah, can, do you have any visibility at all?

37T—No visibility now, I lost it again...

DEN—No visibility, roger.

37t—Can I get out of this below, sir?

DEN—Ah, 37 Tango, are you in the clear, are you in the clear?

37T—Negative, sir, I see a little faint, but not much, very hazy.

37T—Is there any clearing around here at all, sir, that I can head for?

DEN—Are you still heading, ah, to the west?  Are you still heading to the west at this time?

37T—Two six zero now, I do see some mountains, sir, but very hazy.

DEN—Try to stay in the clear, if possible; ah, do you have any visibility at all?

37T—Keep going in and out of my visibility, sir.

DEN—Roger, remain VFR conditions, if, ah, possible...main VFR if possible, over.

37T—I’ll try, sir.

TIME:  1213

DEN—Roger, continue to the west if you can and remain VFR, remain VFR.  Head to the west as long as you can.

*FMN—Farmington Radio.

*DEN—Yeah, what’s your visibility, ah, at the field?

*FMN—At the field, ah, we’ve got better than 15 miles.

*DEN—Is it that way about all quadrants?

*FMN—Yes, right.

*DEN—Okay, thank you.

*FMN—Uhuh.

DEN—November 37 Tango, what is your present heading?  November 37 Tango, what is your present heading?  November 37 Tango, what is your present altitude, over?

TIME:  1215

37T—I can’t keep it too long (unintelligible).

DEN—Ah, say again altitude, say your altitude, November 37 Tango.  Maintain as much altitude as possible.  If you are VFR, maintain VFR, November 37 Tango, Denver Center, over.

